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Upcoming Rides/Events 
�Saturday Casual Rides 
Every Saturday (except when scheduled 
rides occur). Meet at Sam’s #3 for breakfast 
at 8:00 am . Depart from BMW of Denver- 
2910 S. Havana at 9:00 am. 
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�September 5-7th Land of 
Enchantment Annual Rally 
On the weekend of September 5-7 the Land 
of Enchantment Riders from New Mexico 
will be hosting their annual rally at Sipapu, 
New Mexico. Our programs chair Chris 
Spanos will be at the rally and can answer 
any questions you may have about it. You 
can reach Chris at programs@rmbrc.org 
or (303) 340-1317. There is also more 
information about the rally on the clubs’ 
website www.rmbrc.org 

 �September 13 Table Mountain 
Animal Center 3rd Annual Dogs & 
Hogs Poker Run 
All members of RMBRC are invited to attend 
this year’s run. The ride is being held in 
conjunction with Freedom Harley Davidson’s 
open house-which means that there will be 
shopping, food and live entertainment at the 
event. In addition, there will be prizes, a 
silent auction, and of course a great ride for 
a great cause. Registration starts at 9:00 am 
at Freedom Harley Davidson in Lakewood, 
CO. The last rider goes out at 10:00 am. 
The cost is $25.00 per single rider and 
$40.00 for two-up. Extra hands are $10.00 
each. For more information, please go to 
www.tmac4pets.org.  

�September 20 Hot Sulphur 
Springs/Fall Colors Ride 
Day ride to Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 
approximately 110 miles from Aurora to visit 
the Ute’s “Magic Healing Waters”. Depart 
BMW Denver at 9:00 am and arrive at the 
Spa at approximately 11:00 am. Enjoy 
lunch, soak at the springs, and return to 
Denver at 4:00 pm. Fee for the hot springs 
is $12.50 with coupon available at 
www.hotsulphursprings.com RSVP 
required by September 15. Ride captain is 
Chris Spanos at (303) 340-1317 or 
programs@rmbrc.org 
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BMW Denver will be hosting the only BMW Motorrad Demo Ride Event in Colorado on 
Saturday, September 6, 2008. We need your help to make this event a success for BMW 
Denver as well as the club! The event will be running from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on Satur-
day, September 6th where there will be many special offers, food and refreshments pro-
vided. We will need help in assisting BMW Motorrad sign up demo riders and help man 
our RMBRC membership table to recruit new members. We will also need at least 2 
BMW riders on fairly new BMW’s in BMW Rider Apparel to act as sweeps for the for the 
BMW Motorrad Demo Rides. If you can help us with any or all of these needs please 
contact us immediately! You may also contact Ed Padlinski at president@rmbrc.org or 
(720) 384-5855 for more details and information. 

 

The club barbeque was another great event of great food, wonderful weather (with a little light-
ning and rain) at a wonderful place (Dan Kearney’s house in the mountains) with a great group 
of people (14 members and families).  

The main group (6 bikes, some with passengers) left BMW Denver at 11 am on the 23rd, trav-
eled to Golden, Boulder, up the twisties to Nederland for a butt break. Would you believe one 
bike had over 90k miles on it, and had never traveled that road? Must go back for some week-
day photos of the Boulder Canyon falls, with tripod). Then a short trip to Dan's where some 
members were there already. Already there was a beautiful red GS sidecar rig, with Dan's ga-
rage full of "wheels" to google over. We found the club has older members, since only one 
(Chris & Bridget) brought photos for the contest, the others (including me) forgot them on the 
counter. The photo contest input will have to be at the next meeting. A great visitation experi-
ence was had by all under the tent, around the food table, when welded together by the light-
ning strike. We are now one solid club. 

  

Look out two wheelers, the Can Am is now souped up with more horsepower for the twisties. 
Hmmm, wonder how you soup up and RT? (A little note for those of you on the Grand Mesa 
Ride) A Grand Mesa ride DVD was distributed with some memory photos for those who rode. 

  

So, in short, the food was great, the people a blast, and the weather quite bonding. Also, a face 
cleaning with BB rain on the way home made for a free facial!�
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Club Activities: 

All Monthly Meetings are held in one location at 
Windsor Gardens Restaurant 597 S Clinton St. 
Denver (unless otherwise noted).  The Meetings 
begin at 7pm  and food is served from 5pm to 
630pm 

· All Monthly Board Meetings are held the 
last Thursday of the month at 700pm at the 
home of board member Kip Rogers (303) 
750-6234. All members are welcome to 
attend! 

· Our monthly membership meetings are held 
the first Thursday of every month. The Sep-
tember meeting will take place on Thursday, 
September 4th back at Windsor Gardens-597 
South Clinton St., Denver. The general pro-
gram starts at 6:30 pm, and the topic of this 
month’s meeting will be “Movie Night” pre-
sented by Chris Spanos. 

  

Do not forget the Monthly Raffle. Last months 
winners received several very nice gifts as do-
nated from our many fine sponsors.  It could be 
your chance to win next month, but you must 
be present to win!!  
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As an unknown author philosophically remarked, “Four wheels move the body; two wheels move the soul.” Most mo-
torcycle enthusiasts would say amen to that. Perhaps no other single object of industrial design better epitomizes 
20th and now 21st century fascination with speed and power as well as more abstract notions of freedom 
(sometimes even rebellion), progress and danger. And as the exhibition further contends, motorcycles are art ob-
jects too, the aesthetic sum of technology and innovation, yet typically styled and adorned to communicate individual 
personality.  

Arvada residents Harry Mathews and Jim Dillard have lent classic cycles from their considerable personal collections 
for this exhibition. This exhibit is only in town until September 7th, 2008 and is located at the Arvada Center for the 
Performing Arts-6091 Wadsworth Blvd. The exhibit is free of charge , and their website www.arvadacenter.org  can 
provide you their exhibit hours. Below is a small sampling of the bikes currently on display.  
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Fifteen riders on twelve bikes enjoyed a relaxed trip to Gunnison, Black Canyon of the Gunnison area, the Grand Mesa, 
and Colorado National Monument.  Tom and Cindy Doggett, Sidney Eisenbaum, Dave Fiack, Bill Gilmore, Rick Val-
dez, Pere Wickes and Kay Aaro, Richard Wright and Bob Wright left the Great Indoors on Friday morning.  We met up 
with Chris Spanos and Bridget, and Gary and Marlene Holmes at Johnson Village.  Ed, our President, joined up with us 
on Saturday. 

 
 
After a nice lunch in Gunnison, we rode by Blue Mesa Reser-
voir and on to Highway 92 around the North side of the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison.  Spectacular scenery and an excellent 
ride before some of us encountered a natural motorcycle wash 
before arriving at the motel Friday evening.   
 
Saturday, it was a trip through the clouds to the top of the 
Grand Mesa; again beautiful scenery, and several lakes before 
arriving at the Ranger Station.  We encountered Smokey the 
Bear and were served refreshments on the occasion of 
Smokey's 64th birthday.  We continued on through the Grand 
Mesa and met with Ed for lunch in Mesa. 

 
 
From there, we continued on to the Colorado National Monument 
and its beauty.  Sunday, we returned home by way of Paonia, Car-
bondale and either I-70 or Independence Pass as the weather was 
somewhat threatening.  Overall, a very relaxed trip through some 
beautiful areas with excellent riding companions and outstanding 
camaraderie.  Many thanks to all who rode with us. 
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(Columbia, MD) –  Why would anyone pay $100 for a T-shirt?  Because this T-shirt 
comes with benefits – three tickets to enter to win the Bob’s BMW “Ultimate Bike Raffle,” 
and the rewarding satisfaction of having donated to the Pediatric Brain Tumor Founda-
tion, sponsors of the Ride for Kids®.  Bob Henig, owner of Bob’s BMW, has been an ac-
tive advocate of the Ride for Kids® for over 14 years.  Currently, just over 2000 raffle 
tickets have been sold, with a maximum of 3,509 tickets available, and the drawing is 
just a month away!  Tickets for the raffle are $40 each, or three for $100. Those choosing 

the three-ticket option will also receive that special T-shirt from Bob’s BMW. Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.theultimatebikeraffle.com or at the dealership either in person or by phone at 301-497-8949.  The drawing will be 
held on Saturday, October 4th during the annual Bob’s BMW Oktoberfest event. 

 

Lisa Hecker, a Bob’s BMW customer and riding ambassador, has taken the cause to heart.  In her free time she has 
been helping sell tickets while attending rides and rider’s events such as the Women on Wheels conference.  Apparently, 
her sincere belief in the importance of the mission is making a difference as her ticket sales account for a considerable 
percentage of the total. Hecker’s support goes beyond just the opportunity of winning a great prize; she says “I think it's 
an amazing prize but the prize is just a bonus.  The best part is helping the kids who need us.”   This raffle – the first of 
its kind – will support the 2008 Ride for Kids® fundraising effort and the Baltimore/DC Metro ride in Columbia, Maryland, 
scheduled for September 21, 2008. 

 

Mike Traynor, President of the PBTF stated, “We are very grateful to Bob Henig and his staff at Bob’s BMW for their con-
tinued commitment to providing help and hope to pediatric brain tumor patients through their support of the Ride for Kids 
program. This Bob’s BMW motorcycle promotion will be a tremendous boost to our research and family support pro-
grams”.  Since 1984, the national Ride for Kids® program and PBTF have promoted childhood brain tumor research and 
provided family support through free literature about brain tumors, educational newsletters, online conferences and col-
lege scholarships. With the help of America's motorcyclists and motorcycle dealers, PBTF has become the world's larg-
est non-governmental source of funding for childhood brain tumor research. For more information about the Ride for 
Kids®, visit www.pbtfus.org . 
 

Not only has Henig and Bob’s BMW raised the largest individual and dealership amounts for the last several years in the 
Baltimore-Washington ride, Henig is one of the highest individual fundraisers in Ride for Kids® history.  He hopes to be 
able to uphold that record of support. 

 

The Ultimate Bike Raffle offers motorcycle enthusiasts a chance to win a complete package consisting of a fully 
equipped new BMW motorcycle, head-to-toe riding apparel, and many other extras, with a total value of about $19,000.  
 
One Grand Prize winner will receive all of the following: 

• Winner's choice of a new BMW F800ST, F800S or F800GS  

• $1500 worth of riding & casual apparel from Bob’s top suppliers 
• $1500 in top brand name motorcycle accessories 
• A two-day on-the-road riding school from The Rider's Workshop 
• Transportation, hotels and meals for four full days 
• Fuel for first 600 miles, break-in service, plus personal consultation with a BMW technician 

  
Several additional second prizes of riding gear and accessories will also be awarded.  The grand prize package in the 
“Ultimate Bike Raffle” was purposely chosen to appeal to a wide variety of motorcyclists: both new riders just getting 
started and experienced riders wishing to upgrade their ride along with some great accessories and riders training. 

 

*Raffle rules and restrictions do apply.  See the web site at http://www.theultimatebikeraffle.com  for a complete de-
scription of the drawing. 
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Riding a motorcycle is really an exercise in traction management. The purpose of nearly every skill discussed is to maxi-
mize available traction and use the limited amounts available to a motorcycle effectively. In order to do that, it’s important 
to first understand what traction is and how it works. This is because riding a motorcycle at speed is really an exercise in 
traction management. Many things affect traction; some are obvious, many are not. 

 

TIRES 
 Tires are the most critical part of the motorcycle because, in very simple terms, tires are friction providers. The 
generate friction by complying with the surface of the road to provide a “contact patch”. A contact patch occurs when the 
bottom of a tire flattens as it contacts the road, forming a somewhat elliptical pattern. Larger and softer tires provide a 
larger contact patch and greater friction. The rubber on a tire also conforms to the small peaks and valleys of the road’s 
surface, creating a series of microscopic interlocking “teeth” that hold the motorcycle to the road. 

 There are several factors affecting the contact patch and, ultimately, traction. Tire pressure determines how 
much the tire will flatten out as it contacts the road. Wide, soft tires with low air pressure generate bigger contact patches 
and greater friction than narrow, hard tires with high air pressure. In some forms of competition like observed trials and 
drag racing, tires are inflated to very low pressures to maximize the size of the contact patch and traction. 

 The problem with running a low-pressure tire is that the load capacity of the tire is reduced, and the internal fric-
tion of the tire is increased, generating heat. This causes the tire temperature to rise, sometimes to dangerous levels. 
Road racers use small increases in tire pressure, as little as a half a pound at a time, to adjust the temperature of a tire. 
For street riding, it is very important not to stray too far from the manufacturers’ recommended tire pressures as tires 
have been designed to provide the correct amount of contact patch and flexing at a given load and pressure.  

 The temperature of a tire also helps determine the amount of traction it will provide. As a tire gets hotter, the rub-
ber becomes more compliant and has a greater ability to interlock with the tarmac, providing greater traction. This in-
creased traction continues until the rubber exceeds its design temperature and begins to degrade. At this point, the tire 
may begin to leach oil, or its tread may separate from the carcass, or worse yet, both conditions may occur simultane-
ously. How many times have you heard a racer in an interview say his tires got “greasy” or “blistered?” What he’s really 
saying is that his tires go too hot. 

 Conversely, when tires are cold, the rubber becomes hard and doesn’t conform to the peaks and valley of the 
road surface as well as when the tires are warm, significantly reducing grip. This is especially true of race compound 
tires. Pushing too hard on cold tires has caused me and nearly every racer I know to crash. It’s also been responsible for 
a lot of crashes on the street, especially when street bikes are equipped with DOT race tires, which are race-compound 
tires that have been cut with a tread so that they are approved by the Department of Transportation for street use. 

 Tires range in compound from super-sticky “qualifying” race tires to rock-like touring tires that provide extra-long 
life. What is not obvious, however, is that the compound and compliance of a tire changes with time. As tires are heated 
and cooled from riding and parking, they become harder. Racers refer to this process as a “heat cycle”, and it is espe-
cially pronounced with soft racing tires. Tires also become harder by just sitting in a warehouse or garage. This is some-
thing to keep in mind when those cheap, closeout tires in the magazine ads tempt you. Those tires may be fine, but then 
again they may have sat in a warehouse for so long that they’ve practically turned to stone.  

 The profile of a tire determines how much traction will be available at specific lean angles. For instance, a tire 
with a rounded profile will have relatively equal amounts of traction at any lean angle. On the other hand, a tire with a 
more triangular profile will have less traction when it is on the pointy part of the tire during acceleration, but more traction 
in the corners when it is at full lean.  

 One bad thing about motorcycle tires is that they do not wear evenly across the surface. If you ride primarily on 
highways you will wear out the center of the tires faster that the edges. If you ride on the track or aggressively in the 
twisties,  you will wear out the tires’ edges first. Because of this uneven wear, a tire’s profile changes over time, ad-
versely affecting traction and handling.  

 If traction were the only consideration in rating tires, the best tires would be the biggest ones. Unfortunately, the 
size of the tires affects not only traction, but handling as well. As you put larger tires on a motorcycle, the traction will 
increase. However, the ease of steering will decrease. The correct tire sizes provide the best compromise between trac-
tion and handling. Keep in mind that the tire size that provides the best handling isn’t always the same size as the stock 
size. Sometimes manufacturers mount rear tires that are too wide for stylistic reasons-fat rear tires look cool. For exam-
ple, when Triumph revamped its Daytona 955 in 2002, it switched from a 190-mm wide rear tire to a narrower 180-mm  
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rear tire because the narrower tire provided more agile handling. Unfortunately, customers wanted the look of a fatter 
rear tire, and for 2003 Triumph sacrificed handling and switched back to a 190-mm rear tire. And Triumph isn’t the only 
culprit. 

 
ROAD CONDITIONS 
 The condition of the road is just as important as the tires when determining the amount of traction. Surface haz-
ards like rain, dust, oil, or painted lines can drastically reduce traction. When encountering such obstacles, some tires 
are more forgiving than others. Generally, touring and cruiser tires have more, larger, and deeper groves than sport tires. 
The grooves are designed to channel water, oil, and dirt away from the contact patch. Some DOT-labeled racing tires 
have no tread on the outside edges, effectively making them slicks at full lean. 

 It is also important to note that traction varies depending on the type of pavement used on a road’s surface. As-
phalt generally provides better traction than concrete, but that can change depending on the surface texture. For exam-
ple, I’ve ridden on polished concrete that was more slippery than dirt. I’ve also raced on “grated” concrete that stuck like 
glue but wore out tires at twice the rate of asphalt. 

 

SUSPENSION 
 Not only must you be concerned about the amount of traction available, you must also be able to manage it well. 
In order to understand this concept better, imagine that traction is a sliced pizza. Let’s say that we have ten slices of 
available traction in our pizza. If you let Mr. Cornering have all ten pieces you will have none left for Mr. Acceleration and 
Ms. Braking. That might be okay assuming you don’t need Ms. Braking’s services. Of course, if you give eight slices of 
pizza to Mr. Cornering and attempt to have Ms. Braking stop you in a hurry you may run out of pizza and fall. The moral 
of the story is to always keep some spare pizza for any unexpected guests. 

 In reality, things are a bit more complex than divvying up one 10-piece pizza. Each tire must share its pizza with 
the other tire, and the tires can steal slices from each other. However, by doing so some of the toppings may fall off, re-
ducing the total amount of pizza available. 
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This month’s Toy of the Month is for all of you LT riders out there. The BMW K12LT Dash-
Lite Reflector Shield  blocks any light from the dash gauges reflecting up into the middle of 
the windshield when it is in the lowered position at night. The unit can also serve as a radar 
mount (possibly a GPS unit), allowing the radar unit to be mounted anywhere along the top 
curve of the dash. It actually helps block sun reflection (depending on your position) during the 
day, and in directing sounds from the speakers back to the riders. The shield is mounted on 
the top portion of the dash with 7 screws, and takes approximately 1.5 hours to mount.  All 
hardware and detailed instructions are provided. Designed and produced by RMH Enterprises 
of Bellingham, WA. For more information and many other aftermarket toys, check out their 
website at www.rmh-tech.com  

 

BRAKING 
 Tires generally produce more grip as the load on them increases. This is why the front brake is so important, 
especially on a sport bike. The weight carried by the front wheel increases as you decelerate. Shorter wheelbases and 
higher centers of gravity make this effect more pronounced. Because the weight carried by the front wheel increases 
under braking, more front brake can be used than would be possible without the weight transfer. As a result, the rear 
brake on most sport bikes becomes useless under hard braking as the rear wheel lightly skims over-or even lifts com-
pletely off-the ground. 

 

CORNERING 
 Things get a little more complicated when cornering is involved. During hard turns, Mr. Cornering demands a 
large share of the pizza. If you need to accelerate or decelerate quickly, you must make sure Mr. Cornering has left 
enough pizza to share with Mr. Acceleration or Ms. Braking or you will run out of pizza, which of course means you will 
soon become intimate with Ms. Pavement. 

 It’s actually possible to lose control of the front end of the bike when taking a corner. This can occur when you 
suddenly close the throttle, perhaps as a result of fear. As you close the throttle, the engine acts as a brake (this is called 
compression braking), slowing the rear wheel, which causes the motorcycle to pitch forward. The front wheel now has 
more weight pressing down on it. Normally that would provide increased traction, but in this situation, the front wheel 
must also support a larger portion of the cornering load. Unfortunately, the increase in traction from the greater pressure 
is less than the additional cornering load put on the tire. This results in a net loss of traction, which can cause the front 
tire to wash out. Put another way, the front tire’s appetite becomes bigger than the amount of pizza available. Too much 
trail braking has a similar effect. 

 

ACCELERATING 
 When you accelerate, weight is transferred from the front wheel to the rear one. If the weight transfers quickly 
enough, the front wheelies off the ground as witnessed in many forms of motor sports. When accelerating out of a corner 
(especially a slower one) with a powerful sport bike, it is easy to use the throttle to ask for more pizza than is available. 
When this happens, the rear wheel “spins up”, and the motorcycle begins to rotate in the yaw-axis. The natural survival 
response is to stop this occurrence by closing the throttle. Unfortunately, although this action will restore traction to the 
sliding rear tire, it will do it so rapidly that it may result in the rider being thrown of the “high side” of the motorcycle. High 
siding is basically the conversation of forward speed to rotational speed, which acts like a catapult and launches the 
rider. In other words, high siding is the quickest way to meet what Gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson calls Mr. 
“Sausage Creature”. 

 

LEAN ANGLE 
 Lean angle also affects grip, but not for the reasons you might think. At higher lean angles, motorcycle suspen-
sion becomes less efficient because the moving parts are no longer perpendicular to the forces being applied to them. In 
essence, the spring rates become progressively stiffer, and the sideways forces cause sliding parts to flex against one 
another causing additional friction. To counter these inefficiencies, motorcycle engineers design in a “tuned” amount of 
chassis and tire flex. This is helpful because at maximum lean the frame and tire sidewalls are a better angle to absorb 
bumps in the road than the suspension system. Unfortunately, despite the engineers’ best efforts, the total pizza avail-
able still gets slightly smaller as lean angles increase. 

 The composite center of gravity, or CG, of the rider and the bike also affects lean angle. The composite CG is 
the combination of the rider’s CG and the bike’s CG. The farther the rider’s CG is to the inside of the turn, the smaller the 
lean angle needed for a given radius and speed. This is why racers hang off in the turns. Basically, riders can increase 
traction by reducing the bike’s lean angle. And they can reduce the lean angle by repositioning the CG and reducing the 
amount of time spent at full lean. 


